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1. (Currently amended) For use with a laser source providing light along a reference 
axis, an optical filter comprising: 

a first filter element having a first angular sensitivity to the reference axis and for 
tuning a wavelength of the light in response to changes in an angle of incidence of the light 
upon the first filter element; af*d 

- a second filter element having a second angular sensitivity to the reference axis for 
tuning the wavelength in response to changes in an angle of incidence of the light upon the 
second filter element, wherein the second angular sensitivity substantially cancels the first 
angular sensitivity, wherein the wavelength of the light is not tuned by simultaneous rotation 
of the first and second filter elements relative to the reference axis : and 

a support having a first side wall with a first tapering angle and a second side wall 
opposite the first side wall and with a second tapering angle, the first filter element being 
mounted to the first side wall, the angle of incidence of the light upon the first filter element 
being defined by the first tapering angle, the second filter element being mounted to the 
second side wall, the angle of incidence of the light upon the second filter element being 
defined by the second tapering angle . 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Original) The optical fitter of claim 1 , wherein the first angular sensitivity is a 
positive angular sensitivity and wherein the second angular sensitivity is a negative angular 
sensitivity. 

4. (Original) The optical filter of claim 1 , wherein the 'first filter element is a first 
etalon and the second filter element is a second etalon, wherein the first etalon forms a first 
acute angle with the direction of incidence and wherein the second etalon forms a second 
acute angle with the direction of incidence. 

5. (Original) The optical filter of claim 4, wherein the first acute angle is substantially 
equal to the second acute angle. 

6. (Original) The optical filter of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the first filter 
element and the second filter element is a tunable filter element. 
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7. (Original) The optical filter of claim 6, wherein the tunable filter element 
comprises a first resistive element for heating the tunable filter element. 

8. (Original) The optical filter of claim 7, wherein the tunable filter element 
comprises a second resistive element for measuring a tunable parameter of the tunable filter 
element. 

9. (Original) The optical filter of claim 1 , further comprising a detector coupled to 
measure a tunable characteristic of the light. 

10. (Original) The optical filter of claim 9, wherein the tunable characteristic is 
wavelength. 

1 1 . (Original) The optical filter of claim 1 , wherein the first angular sensitivity is 
offset from the second angular sensitivity. 

12. (Currently amended) The optical filter of claim 1, wherein the support is formed 
of a material having a coefficient of thermal expansion that minimizes angular drift between 
the first filter element and the second filter element under a change in temperature further 
compris i ng o support dispos e d b e twoon th o first fi l ter ele m e nt and the second fi l tor clem e nt . 

13. (Currently amended) A laser device comprising: 
a gain medium; 

a laser cavity for receiving a light from the gain medium; and 

a filter apparatus disposed to receive the light at an angle of incidence, the filter 
apparatus and the laser cavity defining a reference axis, the filter apparatus comprising a 
first filter element having a first angular sensitivity to the reference axis and a second filter 
element having a second angular sensitivity to the reference axis that substantially cancels 
the first angular sensitivity wherein a wavelength of light produced by the laser cavity is 
substantially independent of the angle of incidence , the filter apparatus comprising a support 
having a first side wall with a first tapering angle and a second side wall opposite the first 
side wall and with a second tapering angle, the first filter element being mounted to the first 
side wall and the second filter element being mou nted to the second side wall . 

14. (Original) The laser device of claim 13 r wherein the filter apparatus is disposed 
within the laser cavity. 
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15. (Original) The laser device of claim 13, wherein the filter apparatus is external to 
the laser cavity. 

16. (Currently amended) The laser device of claim 13, wherein the support is 
formed of a material havinq a coefficient of thermal expansion that minimizes angular drift 
between the first filter element and the second filter element under a change in temperature 
the filt e r apparatus comprise s a first ota l on formi n g a f irst-a ng le with th e r e f e rence axis and a 
second etalon forming a second a n glo w i th tho roferonco axis that is equal and oppos i te to 
tho first ong l o . 

17. (Original) The laser device of claim 13, wherein the filter apparatus is a 
temperature tuning apparatus. 

18. (Currently amended) A transponder comprising: 
a receiver; 

a transmitter; and 

a laser source for producing a laser energy at a wavelength, the laser source having 
a filter apparatus disposed to receive the laser energy, where the filter apparatus comprises 
a first filter element having kae a first angular sensitivity to a reference axis of the laser 
source and a second filter element having a second angular sensitivity to the reference axis 
that substantially cancels the first angular sensitivity, the wavelength of the laser energy 
being substantially independent of the angular position of the filter apparatus , the laser 
source comprising a support havinq a first side wall with a first tapering angle and a second 
side wall opposite the first side wall and with a second tapering angle, the first filter element 
being mounted to the first side wall and the second filter element being mounted to the 
second side wall . 

19. (Currently amended) The transponder of claim 18, wherein the support is 
formed of a material having a coefficient of thermal expansion that minimizes angular drift 
between the first filter element and the second filter element under a change in temperature 
the filter a ppa r at us incl udes a first fi l te r olomont and o cooond fi l ter e l ement, whor e in th e fir s t 
ftlteE-ele ment forms a f i rst angl e with the - reference ax i s and wher e in tho second f il ter 
e le m e nt forms a s eeenc^anglo to th e r e f e r e nc e axis that i s equal and oppos i te to the-fifst 
angle. 
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20. (Original) The transponder of claim 18, wherein the filter apparatus is tunable. 
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